Feast of Faith

Readings for the Week

The Preparation of the Altar
The altar is the focal point of our churches. It is a sign of
Christ in our midst; indeed, it has been said that “the altar
is Christ” (Dedication of an Altar, 4). The altar is a table
“on which the sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated in
mystery throughout the ages until Christ comes”; but it is
also the place for a festive meal: “a table at which the
Church’s children assemble to give thanks to God and
receive the body and blood of Christ” (Dedication of an
Altar, 4).
Both these functions of the altar are clear in the rites for
the preparation of the altar that follow the general
intercessions, which remind us of the preparations we
make at home for a festive meal. The deacon or altar
servers come forward and, bowing, place a cloth known
as a corporal (from the Latin for “body”) over the altar
cloth. They place the chalice, the cup to be used in the
celebration of the Eucharist, and the Sacramentary or
Roman Missal, which contains the prayers of the Mass,
on the altar. These reverent preparations help us to focus
on what is about to happen: the sharing of a holy meal, a
solemn sacrifice.
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Monday:

2 Cor 6:1-10; Ps 98:1, 2b, 3-4;
Mt 5:38-42

Tuesday:

2 Cor 8:1-9; Ps 146:2, 5-9a; Mt 5:43-48

Wednesday:

2 Cor 9:6-11; Ps 112:1bc-4, 9;
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday:

2 Cor 11:1-11; Ps 111:1b-4, 7-8;
Mt 6:7-15

Friday:

2 Cor 11:18, 21-30; Ps 34:2-7;
Mt 6:19-23

Saturday:

2 Cor 12:1-10; Ps 34:8-13; Mt 6:24-34

Sunday:

Jb 38:1, 8-11; Ps 107:23-26, 28-31;
2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41

The Church And The Spirit
Where the Church is, there is the Spirit of God; and
where the Spirit of God is, there is the Church and all
grace, and the Spirit is truth.
—St. Irenaeus

God’s Time
We either pay attention to or ignore “clock time” as we
play in the summer sun and note the earth’s tilt and the
lengthening days. We live by time. We reckon time in
seconds and minutes and hours, or we use broader chunks
like suppertime and summertime.
God keeps another sort of time. God speaks to us of
“saving time,” that is, the time of salvation. This sense of
time is called kairos, and this time is always now, always
present and available, always revealing, often surprising.
This Sunday’s readings alert us to the reality and the
import of God’s time. Ezekiel and the Gospel of Mark
remind us that our labor and our plotting and our planning
rest in God. For God takes our smallest efforts and makes
of them great works. Paul points us to the “harvest” time,
urges us to be watchful for its coming, and calls us to
recognize that we must spend our time pleasing God.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Saints and Special Observances
Sunday:
Monday:
Saturday:

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Flag Day
St. Romuald; Blessed Virgin Mary

Today’s Readings
First Reading — I have lifted high the lowly tree
(Ezekiel 17:22-24).
Psalm — Lord, it is good to give thanks to you
(Psalm 92).
Second Reading — Whether we are at home or away, we
aspire to please the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:6-10).
Gospel — It is the smallest of all seeds, and becomes the
largest of plants (Mark 4:26-34)
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Eleventh Sunday
In Ordinary Time
June 13, 2021
They that are planted
in the house of the Lord
shall flourish in the courts of our God.
—Psalm 92:14

Treasures From Our Tradition
One of the most visited churches of Rome is also one of the most beautiful: the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls.
Like so many other churches, it was founded by the master-builder (or financier) Emperor Constantine about the year
315. Paul was martyred outside the walls of the City of Rome at a place called Tre Fontaine, probably on June 29, in the
year 65, perhaps the first anniversary of St. Peter’s crucifixion. Christians buried him in a quiet place about two miles
away, and visited to pray. Constantine was running low on bricks, apparently, because the first church was tiny. In 386 it
was demolished and today’s basilica begun. This vast and towering space looks much the same today as it did in the
fourth century.
The centuries have not been kind to ancient Rome, but until the early 1800s St. Paul Outside the Walls survived
beautifully, perhaps because it has been assigned for nearly a thousand years to Benedictine monks. It was therefore a
vibrant place of daily prayer even through the centuries when Rome was a poor and nearly abandoned city. In 1823 a
great fire resulted from a botched repair job to lead on the roof, and St. Paul’s was destroyed. It is said that the whole
world contributed to its restoration, even the Russian czar and the viceroy of Egypt gave alabaster, malachite, and lapis
lazuli for the pillars and the tabernacle. Several of the precious mosaics were able to be restored, bringing the ancient
basilica back to life. One of the great treasures of the basilica is a set of prison chains, said to have been worn by the
Apostle in the last days before his martyrdom. Unlike other Roman churches, St. Paul’s stands in a garden-like suburban
neighborhood, surrounded by stately palm trees, gardens, and parks.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

The Big Picture
We hear about the Kingdom of God in many of Jesus' parables. Jesus must have gotten tired of trying to explain
it, but he never gives up. In today's passage, he uses parables to describe how the kingdom will spread. What is
interesting is that these parables are not so much about our actions as they are about how God builds his kingdom.
Let's start with the second parable: Jesus exaggerates a little, with the mustard seed being the smallest seed and
the bush being the largest plant. His point is that the kingdom may look small at first, but it will keep growing.
The image of all the birds coming to the branches is taken from Old Testament passages, in Daniel and Ezekiel,
about other people coming into Jerusalem to worship the one LORD. Jesus implies that the growing kingdom
will attract outsiders to be members. The main point is not to be discouraged when it seems the kingdom is not
growing: We might be limiting it to people who think and act just like ourselves. We might see attendance at
church in our parish declining. So Jesus is reminding us to think of the bigger picture.
In the first parable about the man who scattered seeds, Jesus says that those seeds produce a harvest, even though
the farmer doesn't know how or why those seeds can grow. We too can be doing things that help the Kingdom to
grow, without knowing how we are helping. The obvious example is prayer: We may not see the results of our
prayer, or not know if God is answering our prayer. But God is making the kingdom grow in his own way and in
his own time. Like the farmer, we can help it grow by loving each other, teaching our children about Jesus, caring
for the poor and the sick.
If the farmer were to let weeds choke his crop, or be stingy with his seeds, he might not have a very good harvest.
We can be stingy with our love, or hurt people with our anger. Then we would be slowing the growth of the kingdom. So let us always be aware of the kingdom, and ask God to move us to do whatever we can to help it grow.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.
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