Feast of Faith

Readings for the Week

The Preface Dialogue
“Lift up your hearts.” “We lift them up to the Lord.” “Let
us give thanks to the Lord our God.” “It is right to give
him thanks and praise.” With this ancient dialogue we
enter the Eucharistic Prayer, the heart of the Mass. These
venerable words have been part of the Christian liturgy
almost from the beginning—by the time of Hippolytus of
Rome (c. 215) they were already fixed in the liturgy.
Several times during the Mass the priest has invited us to
pray. There is something different here. We are invited to
be “lifted up,” to ascend, to climb the Lord’s mountain, as
it were, to go to a new place for this most solemn part of
the Mass. And we are invited to a new frame of mind, a
sense of joy, of focused dedication: our hearts must not be
cast down, but lifted up, and lifted to the Lord. Why?
Because we are going to give thanks—we are going to
“eucharist!” It is right and just that we do this.
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Monday:

Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-23;
Mt 13:31-35

Tuesday:

Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-13;
Mt 13:36-43

Wednesday:

Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5-7, 9; Mt 13:44-46

Thursday:

Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a, 11;
Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42

Friday:

Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37;
Ps 81:3-6, 10-11ab; Mt 13:54-58

Saturday:

Lv 25:1, 8-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8;
Mt 14:1-12

Sunday:

Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-25, 54;
Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35

Saints and Special Observances
Sunday:

One Lord, One Faith
Do you suppose the authors of the four Gospels were
aware of today’s first reading from the second book of
Kings? Of course they were. The prophet Elisha fed a
hundred men with twenty barley loaves in order to prove
God’s power. This same miracle, now multiplied by more
people fed by fewer loaves, is attributed to Jesus in all
four Gospels. In today’s passage from John we even have
the detail that the loaves were barley, reminding every
pious Jew of that miracle that Elisha worked. Yet Jesus
went into hiding when they wanted to make him king. It
is the passage from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians that
gives us the reason for this. The power of Jesus comes
from God. It is not meant merely to feed us, or to provide
one group with a king. There is one Lord, one faith, one
God and Father of all who works through Jesus Christ and
through us all.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Monday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
World Day for Grandparents and the
Elderly
Ss. Joachim and Anne
Ss. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus
St. Peter Chrysologus
St. Ignatius of Loyola

Today’s Readings
First Reading — Elisha feeds a hundred people with
twenty barley loaves (2 Kings 4:42-44).
Psalm — The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all
our needs (Psalm 145).
Second Reading — Paul urges the Ephesians to live in a
manner worthy of the call they received
(Ephesians 4:1-6).
Gospel —Jesus feeds a large crowd with five barley
loaves and two fish (John 6:1-15).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Seventeenth Sunday
In Ordinary Time
July 25, 2021
The eyes of all look hopefully to you,
And you give them their food
In due season
—Psalm 145:15

Treasures From Our Tradition
The feeding of the five thousand (and more) by the seaside is certainly the most famous of picnics. The
miracle of the loaves reminds us of the earlier miracle of the wine at Cana. Like the Cana miracle, this one
begins with human initiative as the small child responds to the hunger of the crowd by offering a seemingly
meager gift. What could be more appropriate for deep summer than a Gospel account of a joyful picnic with
Jesus and the generosity of a child at the center?
The coming month of August has always been a time for delight in the bounty of the earth, for picnics by the
sea, dinner under the stars, for porch and rooftop, for parks and beaches, and enjoying the best of local crops.
August’s festivals of Transfiguration and Assumption have long given Christians the best of excuses for
feasting on the abundance of summer: corn, tomatoes, pesto, bowls of fresh fruit. Picnics are a sign of the
welcome table of God: always room for one more, always plenty to share, always a place of laughter and story
-telling and always speaking to us of our deepest longings. Don’t let August pass by without a picnic!
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

The Prophet's Profit
It's no coincidence that the first reading shows the prophet Elisha feeding a crowd of people like Jesus
in the gospel. If you want to compare miracles, Elisha did his first, but Jesus did it better. Elisha had a
hundred people to feed with twenty barley loaves and a handful of fresh grain. Jesus had five thousand
people and only five loaves and a couple fish. So was Jesus trying to show up Elisha?
Neither Jesus nor Elisha ever did a miracle for their own benefit. The very next story in 2 Kings about
Elisha is the one where he cured Naaman, the king's servant, of leprosy. (2 Kgs 5:1:19) When Naaman
realized he was cured, he came back to Elisha and offered him a gift in thanksgiving. Elisha refused
the gift, because it would imply that Elisha did the miracle, while the prophet knew that God had
cured him. Jesus also refused to benefit from feeding the crowds. They came to take him away and
make him king, but he went up to his place of prayer on the mountain.
Jesus' miracle of feeding the five thousand was not done just for the crowd. He was using it to teach
the disciples something important. He knew there would be times when they felt they were not holy
enough or good enough preachers, to spread the gospel over the world. So he showed them what God
can do with our meager abilities.
There are millions of people hungry for the good news that Jesus brings to the world. Remember the
miracle of the loaves when you only have a few dollars to give to the missions, when you're not sure
you know enough to teach someone about Jesus, when you don't know how to invite someone to come
back to church. And remember that you do those things, not to make you look holy, but to let God
show his loving power.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.
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