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Lord, make me an  
instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred,  
let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.
 
O Divine Master,
grant that I may not  
so much seek 
to be consoled, as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are 
     born to eternal life. 
                                      Amen.

While this prayer has always 
been attributed to St. Francis, 
the author is actually unknown.
The prayer does wonderfully 
represent the spirit of  St. Francis 
and the Franciscan Orders.

Peace Prayer Of St. Francis

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus,

I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there

and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.

From the Pastor’s Desk
New Year’s Day somewhat eclipses  the specific themes 
that the liturgy assigns to be celebrated today. The 
Gospel commemorates the Birth of Christ and reminds 
us that eight days after his Birth he was formally named 
and dedicated to God. Pope Paul VI establishing the new 
liturgy consequent to the Second Vatican Council, wished 
to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary as the Mother of God 
within the Octave of Christmas, thereby emphasizing 
her role in Salvation History. He also designated New 
Year’s Day as the World Day of Prayer for Peace. Our 
Mass today will incorporate prayer for peace. The first 
reading from the Book of Numbers invokes God’s blessing 
on the passage of time. The extract from The Letter to 
the Galatians stresses that the Coming of Jesus was in the 
fullness of time, in accordance with the Plan of God from 
the beginning of creation. The church lives in the world 
brought to birth by Christ’s Saving Death for us. It fitting 
for us to celebrate this new birth in Christ by celebrating 
Mary, the mother who gave Christ life into this world, as 
our patron and intercessor as children of God.

The past year has been full of challenges and our hope 
is that the New Year will bring more certain times. The 
pandemic has meant that 2020 has been a difficult year, 
with illness, loss, uncertain employment and social 
isolation. We have not been able to come together dur-
ing this time as we would have wished. Acceptance of 
restrictions has been difficult and fatiguing. We undertake 
such measures in recognition of our commonality and 
mutual dependence. Our faith urges us to have respect 
for the gift of life and the adoption of preventative 
measures gives concrete expression to such beliefs. The 
Christmas Mysteries are the basis and ground of all our 
hopes. The Birth of the Christ Child reminds us that our 
God is With us and Walks beside us at All Times, never 
more than during times of difficulty. Our New Year Prayer 
and Hope is that 2021 will bring you and your family 
much happiness and peace, and that in time the world 
will health wise be a safer and more secure place. 

Happy New Year! 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. (Psalm 72)     

Fr.Des.

FROM THE FINANCE COUNCIL

Fr. Des and the parish Finance Council are so grateful for the 
donations that have been offered that enable our parish to 
continue to operate in spite of Covid-19 restrictions. Thank 
you for your donations that continue to be delivered to the 
parish and are counted weekly. Thus far, our offertory (stew-
ardship) donations for this fiscal year (July through Nov.) total 
$58,865 and are 32% lower than the same months of 2019. 
Outreach donations total $937 and the Building Fund has 
received $2,055. It must be noted that our parish continues 
operating in spite of having spent $83,253.13 more than our 
income, thus far. Please be aware that all staff and volunteers 
are conscientiously working to eliminate all unnecessary ex-
penditures. Again, thank you for keeping St. Francis Parish as 
part of your monthly stewardship responsibilities.

Year-end ONE-TIME donations, labeled as such, will be 
gratefully accepted as part of the 2020 Covenant of Sharing.
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Gathering        Angels We Have Heard On High                             French Tradi�onal 

 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains. 

 

Refrain: Glo-ria in excelsis Deo. Glo-ria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the �dings be which inspire your heavenly song. (Refrain) 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain) 

Copyright ©GIA Publica�ons, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 

 
Gloria:    Angels We Have Heard On High/Mass of the Patriarchs         French Tradi�onal/Michael Dominc O’Conner, OP 
 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

Glory to God in the highest, || and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, || we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,  

Lord God, heavenly King, || O God, almighty Father. (Refrain) 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Bego�en Son, ||Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, || have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, || receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, || have mercy on us. (Refrain) 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, || you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, || with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. || Amen. (Refrain) 
Copyright ©2010, Michael Dominic O’Connor Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 

 
Psalm: Psalm 67: “O God, Let All the Na�ons Praise Your Name…”                         Timothy R. Smith 

 
 

 

 
Copyright ©1996. 2000, Timothy R. Smith. Published by OCP.   Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved 

 
Gospel Acclama�on:                   James J. Chepponis 

 
Tune: © 1997, GIA Publica�ons, Inc. Text: Public Domain . Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pon�us Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec�on of the body, and life everlas�ng.  AMEN+ 
 
Prepara�on of Gi�s :   Carol at the Manger        Marty Haugen 

 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b.1950, Tune: JOYOUS LIGHT, 8 7 8 7 D; Marty Haugen, b.1950 
© 1987, GIA Publica�ons, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 

 
Liturgy of the Eucharist:    Mass of Crea�on                                                                  Marty Haugen 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your death, O Lord,  un�l you come again. 
 

Amen, Amen, Amen! Amen, Amen, Amen! 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us, grant us peace. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 
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Communion:              Na�vity Carol                  Francis Patrick O’Brien 
          VERSES: 

 
        REFRAIN: 

 
Copyright ©1992, GIA Publica�ons, Inc.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 

 
Sending Forth:                       Immaculate Mary                          Robert J. Batas�ni 

            
REFRAIN: 

 

Text: St. 1, Jeremiah Cummings, 1814–1866, alt.; sts. 2–7, Brian Foley, 1919–2000, © 1971, Faber Music Ltd., 
Tune: LOURDES HYMN, 11 11 with refrain; French melody, Grenoble, 1882.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 
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PUCCI’S
PHARMACY

• SACRAMENTO’S MIDTOWN PRESCRIPTION CENTER •
2821 J STREET

SACRAMENTO, CA  95816
www.puccirx.com

(916) 442-5891 FAX (916) 442-4432

Laura Jensen Siddique
Financial and Insurance Services

CA Ins. Lic. # 0781962
New York Life Insurance Company

Licensed Agent
3325 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95816
Tel. 916 457-6747   Fax 916 457-2506

ljsiddique@ft.newyorklife.com          Se habla Español

Mercy McMahon
Terrace

Caring For Our Seniors
During Challenging Times

3865 J Street, Sacramento

916.733.6510
RCFE #340312763

www.mercymcmahonterrace.org

Mexican Food

After Church Enjoy our 
Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner

Open 7 Days a Week
2416 K Street
Sacramento

(916) 443-6919

Giannetti & Booms
ORTHODONTICS

916.452.3584
www.sacortho.com

 2650 21st St., Ste. 8       2101 Stone Blvd., Ste. 130
 Sacramento           West Sacramento

GRAMERCY COURT
Assisted Living • Memory Care • Skilled Nursing

We are Caring for a Lifetime: a Lifetime of Memories,  
a Lifetime of Care, a Lifetime of Love.

24 Hour Skilled Nursing Care
 • Assistance with Daily Living
 • Private Rooms 

 • Medications

Rehabilitation Center
 • Physical Therapy
 • Occupational Therapy

 • Speech and Stroke Therapy

2200 Gramercy Drive | Sacramento, CA 95825

916.482.2200

Affordable Pricing!

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!


