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Fourth Sunday of Easter - April 25, 2021

Center of the ceiling of the “Velatio” cubicle, Catacomb of Priscilla, Italy, Rome: the Good Shepherd. Second half of the 3rd century    
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Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus,

I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there

and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.
From the Pastor’s Desk

24 April, 2021

tHEpOPE tWEETS

twitter.com/pontifex

How do we prevent conflicts?
 No people, no social group, can 
single-handedly achieve peace, 

prosperity, security and happiness. 
None. The lesson learned from the 
recent pandemic is the awareness 

that we are a global community,
all in the same boat.

Lord, make me an  
instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred,  
let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.
 
O Divine Master,
grant that I may not  
so much seek 
to be consoled, as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are 
     born to eternal life. 
                                      Amen.

While this prayer has always 
been attributed to St. Francis, 
the author is actually unknown.
The prayer does wonderfully 
represent the spirit of  St. Francis 
and the Franciscan Orders.

Peace Prayer Of St. Francis

Ph
ot

o:
 In

st
ag

ra
m

.c
om

/f
ra

nc
isc

us

The Fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally known as “Good 
Shepherd Sunday”.  Over the three year Sunday Cycle 
of Readings, the Gospel is taken from St. John’s Gospel, 
Chapter 10. From early times the image of the Good 
Shepherd has been recognized in Christian spirituality as the 
ideal metaphor of the Risen Lord. The key reason for this is 
the repetition of the statement in verses 11, 15 and 18 that 
the Good Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. The text 
further adds that the Good Shepherd knows his own flock 
and calls others outside the flock to join in the Community of 
Faith. This passage describes the new Post-Easter Christian 
Community; it acknowledges that Jesus gave his life for both 
Israel and all other peoples.

Pope Paul VI, in 1964, designated the Fourth Sunday of Easter 
as the World Day of Prayer for Vocations to the priesthood 
and consecrated life. This day was chosen to allow the
text of the Good Shepherd to speak to the necessity for 
vocations, both to provide future celebrants for the Eucharist 
and religious leaders who will bear witness to the Gospels. 
Vocations are nurtured by and come from the local Christian 
Community. The perceived lack of vocations in these times 
can lead to a sense of despondency with regard to the 
future of the Church.  Yet, we should not succumb to this 
temptation, we believe that the call to serve God as a priest 
or religious is still heard. Our prayer should be that our Parish 
Communities will always be places of support and fellowship 
for those who are attempting to discern a Call to Priesthood 
or Religious Life.  

We continue to hear good news with regard to the pandemic. 
The increasing availability and penetration of vaccinations, 
combined with decreasing rates of infection, provides much 
cause for optimism and hope. As followers of Christ we are 
always people of hope. Notwithstanding these facts we still 
should exercise caution in our daily lives by continuing to 
observe disease prevention and precautionary measures. The 
British Government issued  an advisory message during the 
Second World War that is still relevant for today  --  “Keep 
Calm and Carry On.”  

“See what love the Father has bestowed on us.”  1 John 3:1

Fr. Des.                                             
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Sun:  Acts 4:8-12; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29; 1 Jn 3:1-2;          
          Jn 10:11-18
Mon: Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:1-10
Tues: Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30
Wed: Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Jn 12:44-50
Thur: Acts 13:13-25: Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27; Jn 13:16-20
Fri:    Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab; Jn 14:1-6
Sat:   Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14
Sun:  Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-28, 30-32; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8

Weekly Readings

World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations

April 25, 2021
World Day of Prayer will be 
observed on Sunday, April 25, 
2021 also known as “Good 
Shepherd Sunday.”  The purpose 
of this day is to publicly fulfill 
the Lord’s instruction to, “Pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send 
laborers into his harvest” (Mt 
9:38; Lk 10:2).  Please pray that 
young men and women hear and 
respond generously to the Lord’s 
call to the priesthood, diaconate, 
religious life, societies of apostolic 
life or secular institutes. 2021 
marks the 58th Anniversary 
of the World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations.

Caring for Creation in California:
Church Leaders Respond to Laudato Si

Join the Pathways for Justice Ministry for an evening 
discussion of our California bishops’ pastoral letter 
that  “invite[s] the people of California to reflect on 
ways we can more faithfully and effectively care for 
creation in thanksgiving to God for this great gift.”

Leading our discussion will be Raymond Burnell, 
former Director of Education & Environmental Stew-
ardship for the California Catholic Conference. Ray will 
also share his insights into fossil fuel divestment is-
sues in his current role as Director of Catholic Respon-
sible Investments at Christian Brothers Investment 
Services.

Come with your ideas and your questions on
Monday, April 26th at 7 pm. 

Register for this Zoom meeting at
pathwaysforjustice@stfrancisparish.com

Pathways for Justice Ministry  
St. Francis of  Assisi Parish

Bereavement Ministry 
St. Francis of Assisi Church

The Bereavement Ministry of St. Francis of Assisi is
offering two Consolation/ Support Groups via ZOOM
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month beginning 

May 4, 2021.

1) A COVID 19 Support Group, the 1st Tuesday of the month, 
6:30-8:00 pm, beginning 5/4/21, for individuals wrestling with 
the myriad emotional, psychological and spiritual losses from 

COVID 19.  RSVP: no later than 5/3/21

2) A Grief Support Group, the 3rd Tuesday of the
month, 6:30-8:00 pm, beginning 5/18/21, for

individuals mourning the physical death
of a loved one.  RSVP: no later than 5/17/21

Both will be ongoing as needed.
Some may feel the need to attend both having been impacted 

by a death/s and COVID19.

To participate and receive materials and ZOOM passcode, 
please contact one of the following:

Julie Garcia Swiecicki 
1 916 359-2672   juliagds@att.net 

 Theresa Arciniega
1 916 359-7732   tarciniega333@gmail.com

Kent Meyers
1 916 206-1414    kentonmeyers@stfrancisparish.com
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Fourth Sunday oF EaStEr4th Sunday of Easter 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

April 25, 2021 
 

Gathering:                               Halle, Halle, Halle                        Tony Alonso, Gabe Huck, John L. Bell 
     REFRAIN: 

 
 

     Cantor: Glory ...  All: Halle, hallelujah! 
     Cantor: Glory ...  All: Halle, hallelujah! 
            Cantor: Glory ...    All: Hallelujah, hallelujah! (Refrain) 

Copyright ©2005, GIA Publica�ons, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 

 
Gloria:                                                        Mass from Age to Age                                                            Chris de Silva 
     REFRAIN:           Glory, glory to God, glory to God in the highest, glory,         

glory to God, and on earth peace to people, people of good will. 
 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God almighty Father. (Refrain) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Bego�en Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. (Refrain) 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  (Refrain) 

Music © 201\0, Chris de Silva. GIA Publica�ons, Inc.. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 

 
 

Psalm:   Psalm 118: “The Stone the Builders Rejected…”                             Ken Canedo 
 
 

 
Copyright ©2016, GIA Publica�ons, Inc. All Rights Reserved Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved 

 
Gospel Acclama�on:                                                                            Owen Alsto� 

 
Copyright ©1977, 1990. Published by OCP Publica�ons. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved 
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Fourth Sunday oF EaStEr
APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pon�us Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec�on of the body, and life everlas�ng. 

AMEN+ 
 

 
Prepara�on of Gi�s:          Like a Shepherd                           Bob Dufford, SJ 
          REFRAIN: 

 
 

Say to the ci�es of Judah: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Go to the mountain top, li� your voice; Jerusalem, here is your God. (Refrain) 

 

I myself will shepherd them, for others have led them astray. 
The lost I will rescue and heal their wounds  

and pasture them, giving them rest. (Refrain) 
 

Come unto me if you are heavily burdened,  
and take my yoke upon your shoulders, I will give you rest. (Refrain) 

Text: Isaiah 40:9ff, Ezekiel 34:11, Ma�hew 11:28ff; Bob Dufford, SJ, © 1976, Robert J. Dufford, SJ, and New Dawn Music. Published by OCP Publica�ons. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 

 
Liturgy of the Eucharist:                                  Mass from Age to Age                                                               Chris de Silva 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrec�on un�l you come again. 
 

Amen, amen, amen.  Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us, grant us peace. 
Music © 201\0, Chris de Silva. GIA Publica�ons, Inc.. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 
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Fourth Sunday oF EaStEr
Communion:             The Supper of the Lord             Laurence Rosania 
           REFRAIN: 

 
 

This is the bread of God coming down from heaven, giving life to us, to all the world. (Refrain) 
 

“I am the living spring of eternal life; you that drink from me shall not thirst again.” (Refrain) 
 

“I am the bread of heaven giving life to you; you that eat this bread shall never die.” (Refrain) 
 

“All those who feed on me have their life in me, as I have my life in the living God.” (Refrain) 
 

All praise to you, O Christ, present in this feast, in this bread we share in one life, one Lord. (Refrain) 
Copyright ©1994, Published by OCP Publica�ons. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 

 
Sending Forth:         Can�cle of the Sun                   Marty Haugen 
          REFRAIN: 

 
 

Praise for the sun, the bring of day, he carries the light of the Lord in his rays; 
the moon and the stars who light up the way unto your throne. (Refrain) 

 

Praise for the rain that waters our fields, and blesses our crops so all the earth yields; 
from death unto life her mystery revealed springs forth in joy. (Refrain) 

 
Praise for the earth who makes life to grow, the creatures you made to let your life show; 

the flowers and trees that help us to know the heart of love. (Refrain) 
Copyright ©1980, GIA Publica�ons, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706617. All rights reserved. 
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• SACRAMENTO’S MIDTOWN PRESCRIPTION CENTER •
2821 J STREET
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www.puccirx.com

(916) 442-5891 FAX (916) 442-4432

Laura Jensen Siddique
Financial and Insurance Services

CA Ins. Lic. # 0781962
New York Life Insurance Company

Licensed Agent
3325 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95816
Tel. 916 457-6747   Fax 916 457-2506

ljsiddique@ft.newyorklife.com          Se habla Español

Mercy McMahon
Terrace

Caring For Our Seniors
During Challenging Times

3865 J Street, Sacramento

916.733.6510
RCFE #340312763

www.mercymcmahonterrace.org

Mexican Food

After Church Enjoy our 
Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner

Open 7 Days a Week
2416 K Street
Sacramento

(916) 443-6919

Giannetti & Booms
ORTHODONTICS

916.452.3584
www.sacortho.com

 2650 21st St., Ste. 8       2101 Stone Blvd., Ste. 130
 Sacramento           West Sacramento
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Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
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The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

�Ambulance
�Police 
�Fire
�Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com
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Your Ad
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Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805
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