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This has been an eventful year for St. Fran-
cis Parish and for myself. This time last year 
none of us could have predicted so many 
changes in our parish. The Franciscan Friars 
indicated to Bishop Soto early in 2016 that, 
due to a process of discernment by their 
congregation and diminishing numbers, 
they would be unable to nominate a Friar 
to succeed Fr. Ken as pastor at the time of 
the Summer Changes when the majority of 
Diocesan reassignments take place. While 
I was expecting a reassignment this year, 
little did I expect or anticipate that it would 
be to St. Francis.  
 
Moving assignments presents challenges to 
priests and people, but we also recognize 
that it is good to experience diverse pasto-
ral challenges and encounter new people 
and approaches. Equally, I think that this 
can be beneficial to priests and parishio-
ners, even though I appreciate that this 
may be challenging to both initially. Bishop 
Soto and the diocese recognizes and appre-
ciates the tremendous contribution made 
by the Franciscan Friars to St. Francis Parish 
and to the life of the Church in the Diocese 
of Sacramento over the past 120 plus years. 
This legacy remains very much with us and 
deserves to be celebrated and cherished. 
Our 2017 Parish calendars will carry the by-
line “Honoring Our Franciscan Heritage”. 
 
We present today a financial report for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2016. I avail of 
this opportunity to thank you all for your 
generous support of our Parish and our 
outreach ministries. I wish to express my 
gratitude and admiration to the members 
of the Parish Finance Council under the 
able stewardship of the Chairperson, Judy 
Miranda. I thank them for their willing 
service and find their advice and friend-
ship invaluable in the good stewardship of 
our Parish financial resources. Our Parish 

has been extremely fortunate in receiving 
a number of large bequests from deceased 
parishioners. These bequests are indicative 
of the high esteem that they felt for St. Fran-
cis Parish, and give expression to their desire 
to ensure the continuance of our heritage 
and mission. Some of these bequests were 
designated for particular areas of our Parish 
mission and therefore can only be used for 
that purpose; others were given as unre-
stricted gifts. During the past year with your 
generous assistance many of the Church 
plant and buildings have been modified and 
upgraded. You will appreciate that, with a 
building that is over 100 years old, there is 
always a need for upgrading of facilities and 
ongoing structural repairs. With your assis-
tance much has been done, but there is still 
much work to be undertaken. We can only 
do this through your generosity and contin-
ued goodwill. We shall also be discussing 
with you The Covenant of Sharing, which 
prompts us to reflect on the many ways we 
can share our gifts of time and talents in the 
building up of our Parish.  
My prayer at this time and at the beginning 
of ministry among you is that we continue 
to foster and promote the Spirit of coop-
eration, fellowship and openness that our 
Parish has inculcated while giving Living 
Witness to the Gospel in our Faith Com-
munity.  May we continue to give thanks to 
God for the Gifts and Talents of each and 
every member of our Diverse and Welcom-
ing Parish. In conclusion, many thanks for 
all that you do in accepting the challenge to 
build up the Kingdom of God and for all your 
efforts in making that challenge evident and 
vibrant in our City and Diocese. May the 
Lord Bless and reward your efforts.   
Pax et Bonum,  
Fr. Desmond T. O’Reilly 
Pastor
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Judy Miranda, 
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Budgets, bequests, policies and procedures, 
While thinking back on the 2015-16 fiscal 
year for our parish and the Finance Council, 
we have to once again take deep breaths and 
be awed at all that was accomplished in one 
year.  Remember the scaffolding, in two sepa-
rate doses?  Repairing and painting a great 
majority of our church’s walls and ceiling  
required a large outlay of our Capital Im-
provements budget plus immense patience 
on the part of the staff and parishioners.  

On top of that project and expense there 
had to be roof repairs that were discovered 
during the painting.  What else?  The confes-
sional room was redone, new LED lights were 
installed in the church, the bathrooms were 
upgraded, and plans for a new Baptismal 
Font were created and paid for.  Whew!!

A sub-committee of members of the Parish 
and Finance Councils, headed by Fr. Sebastian 
completed a long-awaited “Policy for Accept-
ing Gifts and Bequests.”  Since no parish is 
able to absorb bequests and gifts into general 
operating budgets, a viable system for han-
dling such one-time, unexpected funds was 
created.

A long-range plan for maintenance of the 
church buildings and anticipated financial 
requirements is in the process of being fully 

developed and will be publicized when 
completed.

Regretfully we had to bid farewell this year 
not only to Fr. Ken but also Paul Rieschick, 
who retired after numerous years as a valu-
able contributor to the council.  Thanks so 
much, Paul, for your service to the pastors 
and parish!

Thank you, thank you to all who contribute 
financially to St. Francis Parish !!  The mis-
sion of the Finance Council is to support, 
consult with and make recommendations to 
our pastor in fiscal matters (spending and 
saving money) in accordance with the poli-
cies and procedures of the Diocese.  Know 
that our Council’s main objective, along with 
our pastor, is to be wise stewards of the 
generous donations from each person and 
family to provide ongoing support of the 
ministries and programs of our parish and 
for the preservation of our parish proper-
ties.  We look forward to continuing to work 
in that direction with our new pastor, Fr. 
Des.

Your questions, comments and input are 
always welcome.

Judy Miranda

above: 
Fr. Anthony Garibaldi, OFM, 
speaks during the Installation 
of Rev. Desmond T. O’Reily as 
the 36th Pastor at St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish on July 2, 2016
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Since November 5, 1895, St. Francis of 
Assisi Elementary School has been a shining 
light in the Diocese of Sacramento. The 
2015-2016 school year marked the 120th 
year of continuous operation from the 
humble beginnings in a one room school 
house to the remarkable three story build-
ing on the corner of 25th and K. Our com-
mitment to Franciscan, Catholic education 
remains strong and bright.

The 2015-2016 school year once again 
proved to be a strong and solvent year with 
a very healthy student population as well 
as positive finances. We were blessed with 
331 students and their respective families. 
St. Francs of Assisi Elementary is an ener-
getic, compassionate, and diverse school 
that is sought after by families throughout 
the Sacramento Area.  With the combina-
tion of parental contributions, fundraising, 
full enrollment and prudent spending, we 
ended the 2015-2016 school and fiscal year 
in a very positive fashion. 

Fundraising, again, speaks to the vibrancy 
of the St. Francis community and to the 
commitment of all to our mission. In 2014-
2015, we set new highs in fundraising, only 
to be outdone in 2015-2016. Our two major 
events, the Annual Auction and Gala and 
our Jog-a-Thon witnessed healthy increases 
from the prior year. Our 120th Anniver-
sary Gala raised close to $70,000 with our 
fund-a-need bringing in over $20,000 for 
upgrades to classroom and student technol-
ogy. The Jog-a-Thon also saw an increase of 
over $3000 for the event, bringing the total 
to $29,000 with close to 6000 laps run by 
the students at Sutter’s Fort. The collective 

efforts of all those involved helped reach 
our annual goals as well as bring our com-
munity closer together.
 
After a busy previous summer of construc-
tion we decided to give ourselves a little 
breather and focus our attention on our 
upcoming accreditation visit from WCEA/
WASC. As a school, we spent the better part 
of fourteen months studying, surveying and 
finally writing our self-study for our Febru-
ary 2016 visit from the accreditation team. 
The team spent three days looking over 
the school and validating all that we had 
written in our report. Needless to say, the 
team was very impressed and awarded us a 
full six-year accreditation. But what is more 
impressive than that is what they found to 
be most present in the school. The team 
witnessed a strong Franciscan charism and 
the deep connection between the school 
and the parish and the great sense of com-
munity that is present. Of all the ways we 
were successful during our accreditation, we 
are most proud that our mission, charism 
and community were at the forefront of our 
accomplishments. 

We are blessed and fortunate to be the 
school and community that we are. We look 
forward to our future and another 120 years 
of service. In the words of St. Junipero Serra, 
let us continue to move “always forward”…  
“Siempre Adelante.” 

Sincerely,

Ivan M Hrga
Principal
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From Our Parish Council Chair

 2015-2016 GROWING OUR FAITH

When I was asked to write something for 
the Annual Report, I was kind of stumped 
as to what I could say to the parish that 
would be meaningful. This has been a very 
traumatic year for us.  Every time I sat down 
to write this, I had trouble finding words to 
capture the experience that we’ve shared 
this year.  How do you describe all the emo-
tions we’ve gone through:  the deep sense 
of loss, the fear, the anger, and perhaps 
most of all, the struggle to keep hope and 
joy alive in our hearts after we learned that 
the Friars were leaving St. Francis?  

I remember Fr. Ken saying:  “If we friars 
have done our job, then you will all be 
fine.”  I also remember that it made me 
mad when he said that!  “What does he 
mean?” I thought to myself.  “If things go 
south, it’s all our fault?” At that point, I was 
still busy feeling sorry for myself, and wor-
rying about what would happen to this faith 
community that has become such a big part 
of my life.  

Even though the transition has seemed 
overwhelming at times, we have stayed 
strong and faithful. We laughed and cried 
together, and we worked hard to keep our 
parish family together.  We helped each 
other to remember that, while the friars 
had to leave, the rest of us Franciscans are 
still here and going strong!  

So that means I have to acknowledge that 
Fr. Ken was right:  the friars did do their job, 
and we are just fine!

Now we’re starting a new journey, and we 
have a new leader.  It seemed like we had 
a long time to worry about who the new 
pastor would be – many of us were actually 
afraid of who might be assigned to us.  Then 
along came Fr. Des, with his charming Irish 
brogue and gentle demeanor, and it seems 
funny that we were afraid.  Instead of the 
bogeyman we feared, we have been blessed 
with a pastor who loves both St. Francis 
and Pope Francis, who is a kind and patient 
teacher, who wants to help us find ways to 
maintain our Franciscan charism, and who is 
very happy to be here with us.

Change is always hard, but much good can 
come from it.  I’ve been fortunate enough 
to be part of the Transition Team as well 
as a member of the Parish Council, so I’ve 
had the opportunity to get to know Fr. Des 
a little bit. I am confident that he is the 
right pastor for us. He won me over right 
away with his care and concern for the Step 
Guests--he stops by and visits regularly, 
shaking hands and chatting with each of 
them.  They all love him.  So will we.

Peace and all good,

Margaret Healey, Chair
St Francis of Assisi Parish Council

Margaret Healey 
2016 Parish Council Chair

Infants Baptized  45
 
Received First Eucharist 65

Confirmed
   Youth    53
   Adults     2

Fully Initiated into Our Faith
    Youth   19
    Adults     9

Enrolled in Faith Formation
     St. Francis Elementary   81
     Youth Faith Formation        210
     RCIA/CIC   49

Marriages   18

Funeral Services  19



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED 6/30/16

Church Restoration • Phase 1 • October 17, 2015

     July 2015   July 2014         24-month Total 
     to June 2016    to June 2015 
Altar/Ambo        77,443.80   77,443.80
Bathrooms    40,876.04       40,876.04
Church Restoration                 539,125.00     3,750.00                542,875.00
Church Roof Repair   40,486.00       40,486.00
Church Sound System     8,883.30         8,883.30
Font Design      5,401.18         5,401.18
Friary Roof Repair     2,114.00         2,114.00
Friary Windows & Painting      32,778.19   32,778.19
Gutter Cleaning      2,287.50          2,287.50
LED conversion      7,208.24          7,208.24
Reconciliation Room   23,267.71        23,267.71
Repair Church Boiler        2,939.96      2,939.96
Repair Steam Line in Brunsman     2,198.36          2,198.36
School HVAC & LED Lights                100,000.00                     100,000.00
Trim Trees        3,812.50        3,812.50
Water Tank       2,109.26           2,109.26
   
Grand Total    773,956.59   120,724.45   894,681.04
   



INCOME STATEMENT
FISCAL YEAR ENDED 6/30/16

2015-2016  
Actual

2016-2017  
Budget

OPERATING INCOME % of  
Income

Offertory Collections $724,847 70% $725,500
Parish Programs $59,264 6% $54,980
Step Ministry Donations $54,708 5% $52,000
Other Donations $33,249 3% $30,000
Interest $81,458 8% $80,000
Other Receipts (Rent, Bulletin Ad Rebate, etc.) $12,536 1% $17,000
Parish Fund Raising Net $44,468 4% $44,700
Sacramental Services $11,334 1% $8,000
Religious Supplies $6,931 1% $8,200

Total Income $1,028,795 100% $1,020,380

OPERATING EXPENSE % of  
Expense

Salaries $382,840 36% $377,085
Employee Benefits $144,794 14% $141,727
Parish Programs $168,618 16% $164,571
School Tuition Assistance $10,000 1% $10,000
Diocesan Assessment $126,865 12% $130,882
Parish Office $35,968 3% $33,400
Buildings Maintenance $123,340 12% $119,725
Property and Liability Insurance $46,589 4% $51,759
Other $18,050 2% $15,900

Total Expense $1,057,063 100% $1,045,049

Net Operating Income -$28,268 -$24,669

OTHER INCOME
Building Fund Donations $88,897

OTHER EXPENSE
Capital Expenditures    $777,724
                 Net Other Income/OtherExpense -$690,060

                  Total Revenue over Expense -$718,328

2016 Offertory
70% of our operating 
income came from your 
regular, unrestricted giving 
(offertory).

This year we welcomed 309 new parishioners  
into our parish family (121 households).



BALANCE SHEET
FISCAL YEAR ENDED 6/30/16

Cash - Unrestricted and Set-aside Funds
General Fund 469,024
Contingency Fund 112,240
Capital Improvement Fund 1,101,849
Charitable and Humanitarian Fund 416,512

Donor - Restricted Funds
Building Fund
Charitable & Humanitarian

57,050
1,707,749

Endowment Fund 61,060
Total 3,951,879

Accounts Receivable
Diocese (Preserving Our Past) 379,693
Other Receivables 5,334

Total 385,027
  Net Assets 4,336,904

Total Net Assets $4,305,1772015-2016 SHARING WITH OTHERS

  This past year, you generously responded  
  to appeals for financial support:

  Assistance to Those in Need
      Standford Settlement collections    $3,170

Wellspring Women’s Center collections        $1,057

       Annual Catholic Appeal              $50,756

       Get On the Bus (Holy Thursday Collection)  $2,881

  Franciscan Friars
       Missions (FMU) and Education $3,648

       Fraternal Care Trust $165

       Missionary Sunday $4,460 

  National and Diocesan Collections
       Holy Land (Good Friday Collection)  $4,331

       Catholic Relief Services  $3,453

       Retirement Fund for Religious $1,467

       Other Collections  $2,500

DEFINITIONS
Unrestricted funds: Money set-aside by the finance coun-
cil each year which is for specific purposes and cannot 
be used without permission of the pastor or the finance 
council.

General Fund: General fund money is available for day-
to-day operating expenses and has not been donated for 
a specific purpose

Contingency Fund: The contingency fund is for unantici-
pated operating expenses in the event of an emergency or 
severe budget shortfall.

Capital Improvement Funds (e.g., Building Fund): The 
capital improvements fund, both set-aside and donor des-
ignated, is for building and equipment expenses <$2,000 
and is based on capital improvements, both current and 
long-term

Charitable and Humanitarian Fund: The charitable & hu-
manitarian fund, both set-aside and donor designated, is 
for the ministry of care budgeted expenses and donations 
to charitable organizations.

Endowment Fund: funds available are restricted to earnings.

OPERATING INCOME BY SOURCE
FISCAL YEAR ENDED 6/30/16
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